of Haute Couture

High Fashion, Local Living, No Boundaries

By _["Illliﬁ'l Dhamnke

“Couture fasioon is one
medinm where I can hide
and follorw my heart.™
Anitan Keaks
hen 22-year-old  Rate Wismer first
looked @t the periwinkle and bromme

dress, oustom deggned especially for

her, she literadly fell o the floor and gazed in awe. ©1
Just remember thinking, [ might as well wear a
paper bag io my wedding because nothing will iop
this,” == the ZH7 Mis South Diakota, smiling with
excitement. Amd the woman whese talens were
homed 0 create this one-ol-a-kmd haobe ooature
fashion could only nod and smile in agreement

For ihe post twenty-lnve years, Anita keadey has
been quiethy working in ber dosmibowm studio, creat-
g couture [

ingg amd clesi ions lor pageand con-

testamits, political inaugurat el Eniertainers
Yet, very lew people knew she wos establishing her
kcal design firm imnenabmve  coniract  anderso
cleszn

1 like bo keep things quiet.” Kealey sos ol her

label, Evenangs by Design, Hawie o asm ks

alten called, Kerally means high fashion sewing—a
tademt perleceed by few yet desired by many The
custon frocks are often seen gracing red carpets
rumwans and stages,

Feeadey began sewing and allusirabing over thiriy
vears ago and her crestions have won tiles, vaards

and have even been seen in political oflices. Bt

what makes her takent =o = is her combimation

al” =mall-twmn ethics and boundless resources out-
side of her hoamsetonsm
“When | tirst meet with a client. [ try o deter-

mie their pemsonalitg” Kealey explains ol the

process. [ his initial comsultation is cne of the mosi

important parts of oreating cowtare clath
J.lll: because it ofien dictaies ihe direction
al the Bshion.

“Mest of my clients rust me 1o seleot
what will loak best on them,” she adds
While working with a multitude of baody

:.||.'||:a'> anl sizes | LEH [LLA LY e hallenge,

HI'.LL'}':H:-'\ it is onie of her moast |<'|.\.I|||i|II!
falfla of the '}..-h

"M person’s hody shape is like wood
:\-;l.h.” no o mre ever alike,” she mdds
When “I'ILiIII: with a dient, |'\I.1|.ﬁ'\.|lil|3—; il
‘".I.Il:-c'lilllg :|||.1|:d' [al} 1I'\_L'1c' of ihe |.|il'l £ S one
al the Brst ':Ililll:'h determaned,

"Nl |Jl.l||ll:' cun weear a oalor, bt ii's

1hi= AT where 1 hl'lj‘ill skt ||II|!I_' ET|

«.||.||l.i|l|: mislin on the dress form that Il\..'|||:. sei% the 'II"|i!'_'|I .|}|.|Il:." Humedreds of cuis

ared needles laier, a 1||.||Ic' |A!51-II:| i take form amd aree of ihe mosi exc itilll: s ol

ek g fabaics bepins.

“I prefer o work with natural fibers like

silks Becase al’ their radiant oolors, heou

os textures, and thedr ability 1o drape,”
shee ackds |.1f.\. T Upen 1.|:.<'I al hand seleci

wil fnhwies

r the picture and begin
I|'|l|.|| iI||: e muslin swaiches |li|'\-<' |l’§.‘
|:l.;c1.l..

"My diresses could be worn inside out
beecanse the made should be consirocted as
iptsicle,” ke

like a true artist, what 1.|'I_.

beputiful s the

=y adds And

as miuslin

swabches I|I|I!l_'|| cul, I\.|I.1|:l'l|. and assembiled
with needles turns into a hand-sesn mes
ierpiece that can be finished off wiith it

cate details such as 3-;|.|:~:- L I'g."-l.l.'h. embircd

dery and the mast of what the imagnation

AT CIene.

*1 o adm b |:‘l'.l.'n.." she adds. Ao
with Kabe Wismer on her Wity o compeie
For the M0F Miss America pageant,
Kealey knows this woung  contestant
.I.'||<'.||:|'_\.' has an edge on the |«..l|l|:1'lili..l|.

Even thouph the pown s ane ol five

ar she -,I---.i!g.---l (18]

r b wear af the Mis America
':-\..I|I|J|'IiIJ'\..I|. The final PO I created
for hes |'l.<'|lil|:-: OTE SEFment off (RIS
tion & iy Evvarie.” Kealey SANE |l\..1|||i|||5
with pride.

And for Wismer, l{ll..MlIl!l_' her Eashions
hive .1|I|'||l|:| wan im thee mimds of (LRI

!'_'J.\l.:u true confidence that this one will be a




